House passes Kassidy Bortner bill to bolster child protection 
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CONCORD -- A bill aimed at improving child protection services, and named for child abuse victim Kassidy Bortner, passed the New Hampshire House yesterday. 

Senate Bill 86 has been referred to as the Kassidy Bortner Act, named for a 21-month old Rochester child who died at the hands of her mother's live-in boyfriend, Chad Evans. State child protection workers had a report of abuse in the home for more than a week without checking on the case. 

The bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services to make public details surrounding fatal and near fatal cases of child abuse. It also requires the state to develop a plan by February for bringing the state's Division of Children, Youth and Families into accreditation by July 2007. 

Steve Varnum, government affairs director for the Children's Alliance of New Hampshire, said the bill will start a healthy conversation about the needs at DCYF and brings long overdue reporting requirements on cases of severe child abuse. 

