Accountability package becomes law without Benson's signature 

Benson signs 'Bortner bill' 
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By NORMA LOVE 

The Associated Press 

CONCORD -- 

Benson signs 'Bortner bill' 

Gov. Craig Benson said yesterday that a new law will help prevent tragedies like the death of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner in 1999. 

Benson signed a bill three weeks ago that requires the state to disclose what it knew of fatal or near-fatal child abuse cases. Supporters call the law the "Bortner bill" after Kassidy Bortner, who died of child abuse. 

Benson told supporters at a ceremonial bill signing that the new law will promote better communication. 

"Nothing can change what happened to Kassidy Bortner, but we must make every effort to strengthen our laws for the protection of children so that future tragedies can be avoided," Benson said. 

Her mother's boyfriend, Chad Evans, was convicted of second-degree murder and is serving 28 years to life in prison. Her mother, Amanda Bortner, is serving a two-year sentence for child endangerment. 

At Evan's trial, his ex-wife testified she anonymously told state officials she thought Evans was abusing Kassidy 10 days before the toddler's death. The toddler died on Nov. 9, 2000, at York Hospital in Maine. 

The law takes effect Aug. 29. 

