Evans looking to reduce sentence in toddler killing 
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DOVER (AP) -- The former Rochester man convicted of repeatedly abusing and finally killing his girlfriend's young daughter is trying to get the courts to reduce his prison sentence. 

Chad Evans was 29 when he was convicted of second-degree murder in December 2001 for beating 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner to death. He was also convicted on five counts of second-degree assault, one count of endangering the welfare of a child and one count of simple assault against the girl's mother, his live-in girlfriend. 

After Evans lost a Supreme Court appeal to have his conviction overturned, the state went to a new review board and asked to extend his sentence of 28 years to life. 

In May of this year, the board added 15 years to Evans' sentence, making it 43 years to life. It was the first time a murder sentence was extended under a 2001 law allowing the state to appeal sentences. 

At the time, Senior Assistant Attorney General Will Delker said the original sentence was too short. 

"It just seemed way out of whack with the severity of the crime and the innocence of the victim," he said. 

Delker said Evans argues now that the sentence enhancement was inappropriate because the law allowing it was enacted after the crime.
