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CONCORD — A former Keene man convicted in the beating death of his then-girlfriend’s toddler lost his bid for a lesser prison sentence, according to a decision released by the N.H. Supreme Court today.

Chad Evans was sentenced to 28 years to life for the 2000 beating death of 21-month-old Kassidy Bortner. He appealed the conviction, but lost.

In the meantime, a new law was passed that allowed for a longer prison sentence for his crime.

After Evans’ appeal failed, prosecutors asked the state’s sentence review board — a panel of judges that has the power to change a person’s sentence — to add 15 years to Evans’ sentence. The review board agreed, guaranteeing Evans would serve at least 43 years in prison before being eligible for release.

Evans argued to the state Supreme Court that this move violated his constitutional rights, including double jeopardy, because the law allowing the sentence review was enacted after the crime. The court disagreed, and the additional sentence was upheld.

Evans was 29 in December 2001 when he was convicted of second-degree murder in Rochester.

He also was convicted on five counts of second-degree assault, one count of endangering the welfare of a child and one count of simple assault against the girl’s mother, Amanda Bortner of Keene, Evans’ former live-in girlfriend.

Bortner was found guilty on two counts of endangering the welfare of a child in November 2002 and sentenced to two years in prison. Prosecutors said she was aware of the abuse against Kassidy and did nothing to stop it.

Kassidy died from multiple blunt-force injuries that caused bleeding and swelling in her brain, bleeding in the optic nerve and internal bleeding in the abdomen, according to coroner’s reports.

At the time of her death, Kassidy also had several other injuries in various stages of healing, prosecutors have said.

The case prompted Kassidy’s Law, which makes it a felony for a person who witnesses child abuse not to report it.
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