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Court won't reduce murderer's sentence 
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BRENTWOOD -- The state¹s Supreme Court has denied an effort to reduce the sentence of a Rochester man convicted of abusing, then killing, his girlfriend¹s 21-month old daughter. 
Chad Evans, of Rochester, was convicted in 2001, of murdering Kassidy Bortner, the young daughter of his girlfriend. 

Bortner died in Nov. 2000, after suffering from what medical experts testified was battered-child syndrome. Autopsy results revealed that she suffered from blunt force injuries to her head and abdomen. 

Evans was convicted on one count of second degree murder and seven other charges, including assault and endangering the welfare of a child. 

Although prosecutors recommended 60 years to life in state prison, then Strafford County Superior Court Judge Tina Nadeau sentenced Evans to only 28 years to life. 

Using a new law allowing the state to request sentence review, prosecutors appealed the sentence, and were successful in convincing a panel of judges to add an additional 15 years to Evans¹ sentence. 

Yesterday, the New Hampshire State Supreme Court ruled that such a change in sentence was constitutional ​-- both in general and specifically in Evans' case. 

In the ruling, which was posted on the state Supreme Court's Web site yesterday, Evans' argument that the sentence review constituted double jeopardy was rejected, as was his argument that his conviction came after the passage of the law allowing sentence review. 

Senior assistant attorney general Will Delker, who argued the case for the state, said the Supreme Court¹s ruling is significant on several levels. 

On the most basic, he said, it's supportive of the state's decision to go for a tougher sentence. 

"This murder was very brutal --​ a very disturbing homicide of a 21-month old," Delker said. 

"She was abused over a long period of time, and we felt that the sentence the trial judge handed down just didn't fit the crime. 

"It's vindication for Kassidy Bortner," he said. 

Evans' attorney in the appeals process, David Rothstein, of the Franklin Pierce Law Center, declined to comment. 

In a press release sent yesterday, Rockingham County Attorney Jim Reams said the Supreme Court's ruling affirms the principle he supported when he helped write the amendment to the law that allowed the state to seek sentence review. 

Reams has aired concerns about Judge Nadeau's sentencing, most recently this summer, when she sentenced a Raymond man, convicted of negligent homicide, to only 12 months in county jail for hitting and killing a 10-year old girl with his snow plow. 

Reams said he was pleased the state had found that it did not constitute "double jeopardy" to allow the state to ask for sentence review. 

"While the state utilizes the Sentence Review Board in an average of nine percent of cases that are reviewed, it is an important protection to protect uniformity in sentencing," Reams said. 

Delker agreed with Reams. 

"(Supreme Court justices) rejected that argument and said the process isn¹t done until its done," he said, referring to Evans' argument of "double jeopardy." 

The state is only permitted to ask for sentence review in cases where the sentence is more than 12 months in prison.
