Chlld advocates laud state for abuse pohcy

ngh proﬁle crime
led to dlsclosure law

By NORMA LOVE
The Associatec Press .
Elght years. ago, 21-month
old Kassidy Bortner of Concord
died after being beaten horrifi-

. er’s boyfriend, Chad Evans
Evans andthe motheuvent
.-to prison. He was convicted of
second-degree murder, she of
child endangerment. - :

 dler’s death, lawmakers passed

cally - includin be thrown
o - mustexplamxtselfmw:-mng

“th

- Four years: after the tod-
the “Bortner Law,” " which

reqmresthestatetodlsclose_-

what it knew about fatal-.or
‘near-fatal child abuse cases in

- which state agencies had:some |l

oversight over the family.
 The state can' withhold the
mformahon for reasons includ-

ing ‘pro siblings, but it

.prevent future tragedies. - -
Today, two_leading child
. advocacy groups, First Starand .

Evans. . .. cy - a palicy

&'hml.____nf. policies on_releasing informa-
., Law’s. __Chil- - tion precludes the public scruti-
.ny that often is necessary to

New ‘Hamp- tion efforts.
. shire one of
_only two A A Twenty-eight states received
,grades for its a C+ or lower grade, including
_child abuse Maine, which received a D+.

dxsclosure pol-:

They -said- inadequate 3

ABUSE Continued ftom A5

woulfl be better served by maxi-
mum ' transparency,” said Amy
Harfeld, First Star's executive

" director and report co-author.

“Once we know what is broken, we
can try to fix it.” -

About 1,500 children die annu-
" ally in the United States as a
result of child abuse and negleot,

the groups said.
 In the Bortner case, Kassidy
died at York Hospital in York,
Maine, after her mother, Amanda
Bortner, brought her to herto her
sister’s home in Kittery, Maine.
So far, the New Hampshu'e law

inspired by Kassidy’s death has
" not been used.

“There haven’t been child
deaths that fit. within this circum-
stance,” ‘said. Associate Health

.and Human Service$ Comm1s
_sioner Nancy Rollins.

Rollins used to lead the state’s
Division! for Children, Youth and

- Families, whose social workers

investigate child abuse reports.
Rollins said the law strikes a bal-

" ance because 'the state can with-

hold -the information if it would.
traumatize the child 6r compro-"
rmseprqsecuhons

" Institute, gave “reform or beef up clnld protec-,
Nevada recelved the other ‘

“Wheh abuse or neglect lead’
traeeable to Kas tty 0 é1}act:=£l”ﬂd’s e o o deathy
dlrectly si a state’s -
Supporters hoped it would ~ Boitner’s death. .- ity bwomesmmsecontmwd;mtgle
N ‘sta&emé‘ll:'xoggz vflunkeg 13 . interests “of taxpayers, advo- .

ermont, .an cates drother chﬂdren, 5

gave most.of the -others. poor- an who
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