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Legend:

AB =  Amanda Bortner

JC =   Jennifer Bortner Conley

JM =  Jeffrey Marshall

CEn = Chad Evans Notes in 2010, in italic.

JM
I know. I'm trying to get her to go outside. Mandy have you been out of this house?  

AB
I'm not worried about that...(inaudible).

JC
You're not still worried for him, are you?

AB
I don't know, I'm not thinking about that.

CEn
This was a day or two after Kassidy died.  She wanted to be with me, but her family brought her to Maine with everyone who was against me. She didn't want to come right out  and admit that she was thinking of me.
JM
You've got to watch out for yourself.  You know what I mean?

CEn
Classic way to start the manipulation.  Amanda thinks she's the one that could be in trouble and Jeff is just looking out for her. 

AB
I know.

JM
No, I'm serious.

AB
I know.

JM
Me and Jen have talked about it because I don't want to see you end up getting into...

JC
Trouble for something he did.  Cause you know he touched her because he hurt her.

AB
I know, but I wouldn't get into trouble...(inaudible).

CEn
This conversation came after 1-2 days of the police, her relatives, and Jen and Jeff, telling Amanda that I was responsible for Kassidy's death. 

JM
(Inaudible whispering) ... That's what I'm trying to tell ya, the more you don't say something the more trouble you get into.

AB
I didn't think it was that bad. I didn't think, he like, really hurt her. Do you know what I mean?

CEn
Amanda had all of these people trying to convince her that I was responsible and she must have been just mulling it over in her mind, thinking about what she had seen of all my interaction with Kassidy, including discipline, thinking there is no way it added up to her death.

JM
Yeah, but you said he chased you.

AB
Once, I mean, it was just, but it wasn't like abuse.  Do you know what I mean. I don't know... you just had to be there... (inaudible).

CEn
The "chasing" that I remember was the playful chasing I described in my 9 November interview/interrogation with the police.  Given Jeff's previous police and court records of restraining orders, it's interesting that he pushed this issue. 
JM
Me, Jen and Josh talked about it you know.  You don't chase your girlfriend around that you love and grab her.

CEn
There's a big difference between being playful and physical, and angry and physical, and Amanda and I shared a wonderful, sometimes playful, physical relationship.  
JC
In anger.

JM
Do you think that's right?

AB
No.

JC
He choked you.. Is that right?

CEn
I never choked Amanda, or came even close.  Jennifer may be referring to an incident I describe later, after a company dinner party at the Exeter Inn, in Exeter, NH.
AB
No Jen. I don't want to hear about this.  You guys don't like understand, anyway.  (Inaudible)... you've never had a kid and I just want some peace of mind and all I keep hearing is shit.

JC
You keep talking to him.

AB
I have not.  Do you think I've been on the phone with him all day today, no!  People have been calling me all day. Crystal Martin, Crystal Martin's mother.  Jen you don't know who I'm talking to. Travis talked to him...

CEn
Travis Hunt was a co-worker, friend and housemate who lived in the basement of my house in Rochester, beginning in early September, 2000.
JC
He called this morning.

AB
I know he called this morning..(inaudible)... I didn't call him back or anything.  God... (inaudible)... talked all day to ... (inaudible)... (dog barking).

CEn
Yes she was on the phone with me often.  I would have never called her mom's with so many against me if Amanda hadn't demanded that I call her.  Amanda didn't want to acknowledge that she was talking with me, as it was clear to her that no one wanted her and me to be in contact.  If Amanda had acknowledged such contact, it would likely have led to further badgering. 
JM
What we don't understand is why you don't tell the cops about the times he does that to you ...(inaudible)

AB
It never really hurt me.

JM
The grabbing you and stuff wasn't hurting you?

AB
I don't know.  I don't know, obviously.  And you don't know either 'cause it's never happened to you. It's a fucked-up situation. (inaudible).

JM
(Inaudible). It happens to people all the time. But you know what's right and you know what's wrong.

CEn
Jeff had been to court because of domestic violence, and I had regrettably hit my wife, Tristan, in 1999, and had been subject to a court order and probation through 2000. 
AB
(Inaudible)... but I loved him and that's why.

CEn
Amanda his here trying to explain it to herself.  From my conversations with Amanda after the event, I understand that everyone was putting so much pressure on her.  They were all convinced I committed these horrible acts and Amanda herself started questioning her sanity.  Amanda knew how I related to her, and to Kassidy, and it didn't add up. 
JM
We know you loved him Mandy, but damn. You know.

AB
I never thought it was that bad Jeff.

JC
Because of his excuses.

AB
What excuses?

JC
Falling off the trampoline and grabbing her by the face Mandy.

CEn
As I've explained elsewhere, I did once reach for Kassidy to prevent her from falling from the trampoline, but the story that I grabbed Kassidy by the cheeks on the trampoline was developed by Amanda when explaining the bruises that I did cause to Kassidy's lower cheeks when seeking eye contact with her.  After that, the story developed a life of its own.
AB
I just never thought he like physically hurt her and I thought she bruised really easily. And all of you thought that too.

JC
Yeah, we thought that because of good excuses.

CEn
Unfortunately, the majority of the excuses came from her boyfriend, Jeff, and Amanda and I didn't respond as we should have, to challenge those excuses, or to stop the babysitting with Jeff.
AB 
(Inaudible)... I told you that wasn't the trampoline.  I remember telling you about it.

CEn
See my explanation, above, about the "trampoline story."
JM
But why cover up about ...?

AB
Because I thought she bruised easily and she was, she would throw a fit if he would just come near me and I thought that he was just playing with her. I don't know.  It's a fucked up situation.  Stop asking me questions.

CEn
There was a point in our relationship when Kassidy would go into hysterics when I went near Amanda. I mean throw-herself-onto-the-floor-tantrums. I believe it was due to jealousy, rather than fear, of me.  This was in the very beginning of our relationship and it quickly stopped.  Kassidy didn't resume these tantrums until around October.     

   

Unfortunately, Amanda and I didn't understand why these tantrums were resuming, and it frustrated both of us. I didn't handle the situation as well as I should have, and this is when I would palm her cheeks to obtain eye contact. On a few occasions, the excessive pressure led to bruises on Kassidy's lower jaw area.
JM
 We're trying to help you.

CEn
Or maybe trying to enhance his own position with this tape recorded conversation, with only Jeff, and maybe Jennifer, knowing that it was being recorded.
AB
You're not helping me at all. No one is helping me.

JM
Yeah, they are.

JC
What can we do to help you Mandy?  We want to help.

CEn
I'm sure Jen wanted to help her sister (at this point). We don't know yet if she was aware of the taping of this discussion. 

AB
Nothing Jen. My baby died I don't know.  I never want to do anything again...(inaudible)

CEn
This line is killing me.  In fact the whole thing is.  As I read Amanda's pain. I can feel it.
JM
I guess all, all that keeps going through my head is like what she said that night when she said to him on the phone. I know you killed her. I know you killed her.

CEn
Jeff is referring to the night we all left the police station on November 9th.  Amanda went to a hotel with Jen and Jeff because the police convinced her to stay away from me.  We talked on the phone all night and Amanda never said anything like this!!  This was Jeff's attempt to get Amanda to agree to the version of the story favored by him and by the police.
AB
(Inaudible).

JC
You said... you said... I know you hurt her.

AB
I never ever, I have never said the K word at all, death or kill or anything Jeff. (Inaudible).

JC
(Inaudible).

JM
Look at her.  Look at him.

AB
I never said that on the phone.

JC
Yeah but, Chad said he didn't want Kassidy alive, you said that to him.

CEn
This is why I believe Jen was in on the secret recording.  She, like Jeff, seems to asking Amanda leading questions.  I never said anything like this!!
AB
Yeah he said that to me a long time ago.. but I thought he was joking around.

CEn
Never said it - Don't remember anything close.  However, in my police interview, the detectives made the point that life without children can be simpler and I understood their point, but that's a long way from Jennifer's leading question.
JM
You said about his temper.  How he got, comes home, and is always pissed off from working out.

CEn
I do have a temper but can't recall a time when I came home upset from working out.  Working out was relaxing to me, and still is.  An example of my temper at the time of my relationship with Amanda might be if Amanda would lie to me about some stupid little thing that didn't matter, and hurt me more than angered me.  If someone will lie about a small thing, how do you trust them with the big issues?  Incidentally, this is the same reasoning that led the police to believe that I killed Kassidy. They thought they had found that I had lied to them about little things, or minimized little things; and they then made their big leap of faith that I killed Kassidy.



One example of where my temper may have been displayed is when I would be trying some kind of home repair and was unsuccessful. I would let loose with several swear words. Another example was when Amanda and I had made plans to do something and she forgot about it and made other plans. In situations like this, I personalized and felt hurt, and thought, "our plans together are so unimportant that she forgets them."  This may appear as anger, but it was in reality an expression of hurt.  When I was drinking, especially vodka for some reason, my display of anger was more quickly displayed.   
AB
I know what I said.

CEn
Amanda doesn't confirm or deny saying this. I doubt she really did. Certainly, when I was with Tristan, I was guilty of bringing my work home with me at times, but I learned this wasn't healthy. Working out helped me get some of that stress out. Similarly, a 30 minute commute home helped me wind down, or get "whined down."

.

JM
And you also told me he did coke. Now who's to say that he wasn't on coke when he did it.

AB
He did coke once, a long, long time ago. Who the fuck said that?

CEn
Amanda's right.  My only experiences with cocaine prior to meeting her was a few times in high school and once that I can recall afterwards.   Jeff seems to be implying to Amanda that I killed Kassidy while I was on cocaine.   Together, Amanda and I tried it once in 2000 when we were with friends at a large outdoor party in the middle of the summer, the "Harley party," where bands were playing all night. It was a small amount.   In response to Jeff's inference, and as noted below, it's a coincidence that I believe that Kassidy was at Jeff's house when Amanda and I were at that party and  tried cocaine.

JM
You told me that.  You said don't say anything to him 'cause I asked you if he did marijuana and you always said...

CEn
My experiences with marijuana were minimal, beginning a couple times in high school and a couple afterwards, and ending in 1993.  I never smoked marijuana with Amanda.
AB
(Inaudible).

JM
'Cause remember we were talking about him gambling?

CEn
Just that year my buddy, Jeremy, introduced me to a bookie. I bet football and it was exciting. We routinely "cracked" the bookie. It was a fun diversion, and another way I found to reduce the stress.
AB
Yeah, but it wasn't like he's never in debt or anything.  We did coke once and it was a long time ago and I did it with him.  It's not like Kassidy was there, you were babysitting.  We went to a Harley party, remember?

CEn
Amanda and I went to a party for the weekend, and my ex-wife had Kyle (her weekend). We did get drunk. We did try coke.  I remember. 
JM
I don't (inaudible) Harley party.

JC
I remember babysitting kind of.

CEn
Usually when they babysat, it was Jeff watching Kassidy because he was out of work and Jen worked a lot.  However, on this occasion, Jen was there, as the party was in mid-summer.
AB
Yeah, it was a Harley party, you guys babysat.

JC
We have too... (Inaudible)  [or We have to....] 

 JM
You went to the McDonald's thing you got hurt then too, didn't ya? 

CEn
I had a work function at the Exeter Inn.  Amanda and I got tipsy.  When we left we got into a fight because there was a woman there I had previously dated.  As beautiful as Amanda was, she was very insecure. I stopped seeing this woman for Amanda right after we met in June, 2000.  But Amanda was still upset. We had a ton of passion and the argument turned physical. She was smacking me and I pulled the car over and pushed her against the seat telling her to cut the shit. This entire physical thing lasted about 15-20 seconds. It was then a silent ride home.  This is a perfect example of how alcohol could have a negative effect on our relationship. It lowered our inhibitions and we were both easier to anger or act out of anger. Without alcohol, talking through these feelings would have been much easier. What I find really amazing about this secretly taped conversation among Jeff, Amanda and Jennifer is all the specific details that Jeff seemed to know or thought he knew about me. 

AB
How'd you know about that? 

JM
You told me.

JC
Did you tell (inaudible) about it. About the McDonald's thing.

AB
Yeah, and I admitted it to them. I told them everything, Jeff everything.


JC
(Inaudible) ... it didn't happen for a while.

AB
(Inaudible) ... you don't think I know this stuff.

JC
No, I do but...

JM
I'm trying to piece it all together.  As far as trying o make some kind of understanding because I just don't...

JC
We don't understand what happened to her.

JM
... understand that and, personally, I think that you know something.

AB
Yeah, I do.

CEn
Amanda knew that I had nothing to do with Kassidy's death, despite the pressure from others.
JM
But you know how abusive he was, too.

AB
But I never thought he would like, hurt her that bad.

CEn
This is so sad to me.  She must have been torturing herself trying to think of what she may have missed, just as I have done.  In reality, she witnessed me at my best and worst, and my worst didn't add up to her, for a very good reason, because I didn't kill Kassidy.
JM
He did that to you though.

AB
It was never that bad Jeff.

JM
You never wanted me to tell him things 'cause you were afraid he was going to hit ya.

CEn
This is ridiculous. One thing is for sure - Amanda wasn't afraid of me. She pretty much ran things, and I never hit her.
AB
No. I wasn't afraid that he was going to hit me, I was just afraid that we were going to break up.

JM
I'm just like, I don't understand. 

CEn
The only secret that I can recall that Amanda didn't want Jeff to tell me was that Amanda purchased food in October, 2000, with food stamps, and brought the food to our home. However, she knew that I wouldn't approve so she made up a story, apparently together with Jeff, that he had won some kind of a grocery store contest, and helped Amanda purchase the food.  A few days later, Jeff and I discussed his "gift" and I thanked him for it, unknowingly. Several months later, after Kassidy died, Amanda told me the truth of that arrival of food.  I was disappointed abut the purchase, but far more disappointed with the lie.  Still, by itself, it would not have led to our breaking up. 
JC
The bruises on her face Mandy were terrible.

CEn
Two days before this recording, Jen was sitting with Amanda in the Kittery Police station, after their first round of interviews saying "Oh my God. I saw pictures of Kassidy. She didn't look that bad when you dropped her off this morning."  Thus, when Jen made that comment to Amanda in this secretly recorded conversation, she had already seen the photographs and the bruises she was referencing were in those photographs.  At my trial, it was explained by the Maine Medical Examiner that the process of dying tends to move blood in a way to exaggerate any existing bruises.  Still, we can take Jen at her word that the bruises in the photograph were far worse than were visible when Amanda brought Kassidy to Jen and Jeff's home on the morning of her death.  What possible conclusions can be drawn from that circumstance?"
AB
I don't understand either Jen. You guys act like I know everything. You guys act like...

JC
We know you don't know everything. You know, but... you...

AB
I'm telling you right now I've never seen him... I've seen him bruise her, I've seen him like get really rough with her... like he would like throw her in the corner and then like throw her on the bed but not like throw her across the room or anything... but.. and I'd yell at him for it, but I never thought it was like that serious and he was like internally hurting her.  You know what I mean"?

CEn
I never threw Kassidy into the corner. I don't know why Amanda said this, except that the police were convincing her that I killed Kassidy and she was starting to believe that things happened that she didn't see. She said something similar to the police, but later tried to correct it. I certainly put Kassidy into some 30-40 second time outs more roughly than I should have, but didn't hurt her, and didn't cause any bruises.   I did roughhouse with Kyle and Brent a lot, wrestling and throwing them onto the bed. I did this with Kassidy, too, because she was always there. Amanda did yell at me, thinking I was being too rough because she was a girl.  Kassidy was the toughest little girl I know and loved it. That girl was fearless.  
JM
Answer this...

AB
I never seen him ever do anything really, really bad, and it wasn't all the time.

JM
Let me ask you this though. He treated her a heck of a lot different than he treated his own kids.

AB
Yeah, but he would never scream whenever I would walk in the room. You know what I mean. 

CEn
Amanda often praised me on how I treated the kids the same way, so I'm surprised by her "Yeah."  The "he" she is referring to here is Kyle. It's not clear when reading this transcript, but is more clear when listening to the tape.  Kassidy would often scream when Amanda came or left the room.  This did bother me a bit because at the time I thought Kassidy was being bratty.

JM
She's a baby though.

AB
I know. I know all this.  You can't like try to make sense to me. I know all this. I'd yell at him when he would do it. I don't want to talk about it. (Inaudible)

CEn
Amanda would speak to me when she felt my expectations for Kassidy or Kyle were too high.  In the above example, if Kassidy started having a temper tantrum if I went near Amanda, and Amanda would pick her up; I remember asking Amanda to set Kassidy down.  Amanda would reply, "She's just a baby who wants her mama." I'd say, I know, but you  don't want her freaking out every time someone goes near you. She has to learn to share.  You can't let your kids run you."



Kassidy was a baby, and perhaps I expected too much.  Another example comes to mind. Kyle completely emptied the toy shelf once and he didn't want to return the toys to the shelf. He cried and fussed when I told him that he had to put them back, because he took them out.  At one point, I picked him up and brought him to each toy so that he would reach down and pick them up, one by one.  Amanda got after me, saying that he was only 3, and that I was expecting too much from him, and that she would pick them up. I certainly didn't mind helping Kyle, but I wanted him to be involved in the cleanup.  Another time I specifically recall telling Kyle and Kassidy they could have dessert if they ate their dinner.  They were too busy playing at the table to eat, so I set them down from the table.  Of course, 20 minutes later, they wanted ice cream.  I think Amanda thought we gave them too much dinner, which is why the kids didn't eat all they were served.  I disagreed.  Amanda was a little upset, I believe, because I didn't cave in to the kids' demands for dessert.  I wanted to cave, but what would that teach the kids?

JM
You just...

JC
When you want to talk about it come to us, ok Mandy?

JM
We want to talk to you about it. You know.  I just think that you obviously had some clue when 'cause you were ... when you were upstairs today you were pretty scared about the fact about how he chased you. Were you not?

CEn
This is the second time he brought up this "chase."  I'm sure Amanda was doing a lot of "thinking out loud" that day, trying to piece everything together.  I was doing the same thing, though not being secretly taped by the other man who was also suspected of being the perpetrator of the injuries that killed Kassidy. 

AB
Just once he chased me upstairs.

JC
And you locked the door.

AB
I didn't lock the door. He opened the door.  I didn't think the door shut.  But all he did was say sorry and run up there.

JC
For doing what?

AB
Yeah.

CEn
Amanda ran inside when we got home and upstairs. I went upstairs and opened the door to apologize for pushing her back against the seat. The last thing I wanted to do was scare or hurt her.  In hindsight, I think I was nervous because I should not have been driving in that condition. Amanda also apologized for going off the deep end.  I can remember one other time that I went upstairs immediately after she went upstairs.  We were in the kitchen and I said something very insensitive to her and she immediately started crying and ran upstairs.  The second I said it, I felt like the world's biggest heel, and went up the stairs to apologize. I think it had to do with something she cooked. It was an instance where I was definitely not thinking before I spoke. 
JC
(Inaudible)... choking you?

CEn
I believe this is referring to the previously mentioned incident in the car after the McDonald's party at the Exeter Inn.  I did push her back against the car seat by her chest just beneath her throat, with my right arm as I was driving, and pulled over.  I'm ashamed of it, but I did it. I didn't actually choke her. I just wanted her to stop hitting me.  I was certainly pretty immature at times. I guess I had often grabbed people by the throat (guys in school or whatever) as a quick way to end a fight before someone got hurt, but that's not what happened that night.   

AB
Yeah.

JM
Do you think him choking you is right?

AB
No.

CEn
Of course, I don't think choking anyone is right and I didn't choke her or anyone.
JM
I don't do that to Jen and we fight.  We don't, you know, you argue when you're in a relationship, you don't hit.

CEn
This one line is likely the reason the Attorney General decided against trying to get this admitted into evidence at my trial.  Jeff was the subject of more than one restraining order and more than one conviction.
AB
I know. Are you thinking I'm stupid and I don't understand this shit. I fucking know.

JM
But that's why I don't understand why you put up with it.

JC
Because she loves him.

JM
Is that why?

AB
Obviously. You don't understand everything.  I don't understand everything. You're just making me feel like shit even more Jeff so...(inaudible).

CEn
It's been almost 10 years and I don't understand everything yet, either.  I know nothing about the injuries that led to Kassidy's death.  I only know that I was not, and am not, responsible for those injuries.

JM
All right. I don't...

AB
(Inaudible).

JC
Mandy we love you, ok?

AB
You're trying to make me understand something Jen?  You can't just make me understand. I don't understand why I stayed there obviously.

CEn
It seems that Jen and Jeff have softened their approach here and now Amanda is questioning if she was blind or stupid. Amanda and I did talk about her getting another place of her own, but this was a very brief discussion.  When Amanda was feeling a little restless, we quickly worked through it, and she never left. Of course, I didn't want to lose Amanda from my life. We were in love, but I would have supported her decision to move to an apartment if she felt she needed that space or freedom. It was important to me that she have her own identity.  Considering my failed marriage, I didn't want to make the same mistakes. I had learned that if you don't support someone's individual goals, you can't make it as a couple. I think in this instance, Amanda isn't questioning why she stayed. I think she's saying, "If all these things that everyone is saying about Chad are true, why would I stay?"
JC
I know.

AB
I already told all the police this.  They were asking the same fucking questions. I don't need you to ask me too.

JC
Ok, ok.

JM
Hey, you want to come outside for a walk.

AB
No.

JM
Are you all right.

AB
No. You can't understand the condition. I'm in right now, nobody does.

JM
Look at me.

AB
I don't want to .

JM
Look at me for a minute, please.

AB
Uh, uh. What?

JM
You lost a daughter.

AB
No shit.

JM
I'm just trying to think if you know anything.

CEn
This comes from the man who was one of the three initial suspects in Kassidy's death, until the police made their quick decision to focus on me.  If Amanda had known anything, or witnessed anything, she would have said it long before now. 

AB
I don't, Jeff.

JM
Of any way that he...

AB
I've never seen him like hit her head or anything.  One time he was walking with her like, like she, you know it was just an accident he hit her head but it didn't like bruise or anything on the door.  That wouldn't do anything.  And I'm trying to think of it, like how she would like, totally like really get hurt and I can't.  He never really, really, really, really badly hurt her. You know what I mean?

CEn
One time I was carrying her outside. I had my hand under her butt and when I turned quickly she fell back and hit her head on a corner of the door.  It was careless on my part but an accident. I don't recall if a bruise resulted from that collision.  It's obvious from Amanda's answer that she is really straining to think of what she might have missed because, again, the things she saw me do with Kassidy didn't add up to Kassidy dying. Amanda had all of these people working her over and trying to convince her that I had killed Kassidy.  Poor Amanda. She must have thought she was going crazy or something. None of it added up with good reason.  It didn't happen. Kassidy's biggest tantrums were when Amanda was right there and they were caused by Kassidy getting upset if anyone went near Amanda. Amanda had seen me deal with Kassidy in my most exasperated, impatient state, and it was never anything more harsh than palming Kassidy's cheeks to get her to look me in the eye, so I could talk with her. Sadly, Amanda was forced by the pressure from the police and her family and Jeff to grab at anything.  The worst she could come up with here was the time Kassidy accidentally hit her head on a door when I was holding her.   Amanda knew this didn't kill Kassidy. She's just trying to make sense of this senseless tragedy. 

JM
He would kick and scream when she'd go to, he'd go to pick her up.

CEn
Jeff is projecting here.  Kassidy kicked and screamed when Jeff picked her up. Amanda and Nicole witnessed this behavior when they transferred Kassidy to Jeff before one of their money management classes, and I witnessed it the night I picked up Kassidy from Jeff in the Sears parking lot.  I wish I would have woken up and asked myself why Kassidy sometimes reacted this way to him.  
AB
Who would?

JM
Kassidy.

AB
She would kick and scream?

JM
Yeah.

AB
She did that once. Well what do you mean?

JM
When she...

AB
At your house?

JM
That night when I brought her into the house she kicked and screamed and he brought her right upstairs.  

CEn
I believe he is referring to the night Jeff and I picked up a 3-wheeler in Maine, as was discussed a few sentences later. Jeff had brought Kassidy home that Sunday morning.  Poor kid probably screamed because she saw Jeff and that very morning he had given her a black and blue butt.  Jeff and I arrived home fairly close to Kassidy's bedtime. She kissed me when I brought her up to bed but this is a pretty normal thing for a kid to do.  Children rarely go to bed happily, especially when you have company. They never think they are tired. It's up to parents to establish the rules because we know how much rest they need for a productive following day.  Life experience teaches us these things and obviously 2 and 3-year olds don't have a lot of this. 
AB
What night was that?

JM
She came home sick, I think.

CEn
Jeff is probably referring to the evening when he brought Kassidy home to Amanda, dehydrated and very hungry. I arrived home sever hours later. I was very concerned with Kassidy's condition: two large eggs on her head from "falling" out of Jeff's truck window. Amanda and I took turns walking Kassidy and feeding her pedialite. I asked Amanda upon arriving home if we should take her to the hospital.  Amanda said Kass was better than when she first arrived, but if she wasn't completely fine in the morning, she would take her.   This was another one of those times when Amanda and I should have said something to Jeff, or stopped the babysitting arrangement with him. 

AB
No. He wasn't home that night... (inaudible).

JM
Or the other time he came home.

AB
Oh, when you dropped the three wheeler off.

JM
I dropped the three wheeler off. He went to go in the house and...

AB
Oh, I don't want to talk about it. I know he definitely had something to do with it.

JM
Why do you say that?

AB
Because he hurt her.

CEn
This line is sad. It's non-descriptive because she only knows what she witnessed from me, she knows in her heart I didn't have anything to do with killing Kassidy.  I regret the few instances in those few months of 2000 when I should have responded to Kassidy with more patience, just as I did with my own son, but my actions had no relation to Kassidy's death.  

JM
Well then you know.

AB
I know. But I don't think she could die over it, you know.

JM
You shouldn't be alone, that's for sure.

CEn
But she was alone. Her family deserted her because she wouldn't agree with the police and her family, that I was the person who killed Kassidy.
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