 ----- Original Message ----- 
From: Chad Evans Wrongly Convicted Committee 

To: David Watters, State Representative 

Sent: Sunday, August 28, 2011 8:27 PM

Subject: Seeking your help in correcting the wrongful convictions of Chad Evans and Amanda Bortner

Dear Representative Watters,
   We write to ask for your help in correcting the wrongful conviction of an innocent man: Chad Evans.  He was convicted in 2001 of assaulting and murdering Kassidy Bortner in a highly publicized and greatly misunderstood case. She died in Kittery, Maine on November 9, 2000.  Chad is now in his tenth year of a 43-year to life sentence.  Kassidy's mother, Amanda Bortner, was convicted in 2002 of child endangerment and served 16 months in jail.  So great was the public outcry that the States of Maine and New Hampshire each passed its own "Kassidy Bortner" law.  The wrongful convictions occurred through a tragic combination of unsupported assumptions and theories, and mistakes by most participants in this multiple tragedy. 

 


As has happened with every wrongful conviction in the U.S., Chad’s and Amanda’s juries was unaware of, or misunderstood, many important facts.  Those facts are presented in considerable detail on Chad's website at www.chadevanswronglyconvicted.org, and in the book, EYE CONTACT - The Mysterious Death in 2000 in Maine of Kassidy Bortner and the Wrongful Conviction of Chad Evans in New Hampshire.  That book is attached as an ebook, and available at Chad's website and from ebook publishers. Hard copies are available from the Chad Evans Wrongly Convicted Committee, a New Hampshire non-profit corporation, for $25.00.  
 

     The first draft edition of the ebook was sent in mid-July to the law enforcement people who investigated the death of Kassidy Bortner, and to the former prosecutors who prosecuted Chad Evans and Amanda Bortner. Copies were also sent to witnesses at the two trials, and members of Kassidy’s family, whose emails addresses were available.  Feedback, especially including corrections of errors, was requested, and some has been received; but there have been no recommendations to date for any changes or corrections which affect the conclusions of the book and the website. 
     Kassidy's death is called "mysterious" because she may have died from a combination of accidents, disease, chronic condition and/or toxin.  At the time of Chad's trial, only one theory was adopted by both the prosecution and defense, and that theory was that Kassidy’s death was a homicide. 
 

     The truth is that Chad Evans didn’t murder Kassidy.  He does not believe in corporal punishment and never spanked nor hit Kassidy,   Chad passed a lie detector test in 2010.  The truth is also contained in the photo album of photographs of Kassidy during the period she and her mother lived with Chad at his home in Rochester.  That photo album is the Appendix in the attached book, EYE CONTACT.  Chad's jury saw only one of the 15 photographs, and found him not guilty of one of the assault charges, most likely because that one photo was dated during the period of that charge. 
 

     The jury also did not know of DNA tests that were done in Maine of the blood underneath all ten of Kassidy's fingernails. The jury did not even know of the blood underneath the fingernails.  The jury also did not know of the two last doctor appointments to which Amanda took Kassidy. Both of those appointments were within the period of Chad's alleged "child endangerment" and one was during the period of one of the assault charges. It’s not known if the New Hampshire Attorney General knew of the DNA tests or of the two medical appointments and their dates.  However, the State of Maine knew.
 

     Not only did Chad not spank or hit Kassidy, but he loved her, and he was, and is, a very good man and father.  He did not deserve a single day of his 43-year prison sentence.
 

     Like Ward Bird, Chad had been recognized by the Union Leader and Governor Shaheen as a "hero" for his part in 1996 in saving the lives of three men by pulling them from a burning, crashed automobile. He loves children, including his son and stepson, and he was elected in 1991 to the Keene Board of Education at the age of 20, one year after graduation from Keene High School. 
 

     Chad has asked Attorney General Delaney and Governor Lynch to re-investigate this case, and he needs your support in that request.  With the small investment of a few hours of investigator time, the State of New Hampshire will realize that tragic mistakes were made with the convictions of Chad and Amanda Bortner.  After a further review, the Attorney General could either drop the charges against Chad and Amanda or ask a Superior Court for a retrial, where a jury could hear all of the evidence.  That jury surely would return verdicts of Not Guilty on all the charges.
 

     What kind of help does Chad need?  Please ask Attorney General Delaney to re-investigate this case.  Before doing that, please become more familiar with the case by visiting the website and/or reading EYE CONTACT, or delegating those efforts to an associate, friend or relative who could report back to you.  Please consider visiting Chad in the State Prison in Concord.  No prosecutor has ever talked with him, and the only conversations between him and any New Hampshire law enforcement person lasted a total of only a few minutes. The state with a motto of “Live Free or Die” should not imprison innocent people, and should leave no stone unturned to ensure that wrongful convictions have not occurred.
 

     Chad is seeking pro bono legal representation as he has spent all his money for his earlier lawyers. In the meantime, the Attorney General could seize this opportunity on his own initiative, to correct two injustices, the wrongful convictions of Chad Evans and Amanda Bortner. 
 

     Thank you for your consideration. Comments, criticisms, feedback and all questions are welcome. 
Very sincerely,
Becky Boudreau /s/




Jaime Dodge  /s/
Sandy Gelinas
/s/



Nicole Evans Mahoney /s/
Co-Chairs, Rochester Chapter


Co-Chairs, Keene Chapter
Chad Evans Wrongly Convicted Committee       Chad Evans Wrongly Convicted Committee
committee@chadevanswronglyconvicted.org 
 

