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Two rescue people from burning car

by Mark Quirk

Democrat Staff Writer
ROCHESTER - A pair of bystanders helped save three people from a burning car Friday night following an accident on Route 125 that resulted in four people being taken to the hospital, and one person being charged with aggravated driving while intoxicated.

Peter J. Rodgers, 21, of 48th Fourth St. in Dover, Catherine A. Brake, 37, of 300 High Street in Somersworth and Mrs. Brake's 7-year-old son were all treated and released Friday night from Frisbie Memorial Hospital. Christian A. Pare, 21 of 36 Pineland Trailer Park in Milton, remained in the hospital and was listed in good condition Sunday night.


Michael E. Hartford, 21, of 1190 Wakefield Road in Sanbornville was the driver of one of the vehicles involved.  He was charged by police with aggravated driving while intoxicated.


Police said the accident occurred at about 11 p.m. when Hartford lost control of his Mazda RX-7 in the northbound lane while rounding a corner near the Rochester Motel. Police said Hartford's car slid sideways into the southbound lane where it collided with Mrs. Brake's Buick LeSabre, which was heading south.  The front end of Mrs. Brake's car struck the RX-7 and came to a stop in the middle of the road, according to police, while Hartford ended up straddling the southbound lane.

Both cars received heavy damage and burst into flames. The occupants, however, were saved by two bystanders before police and firefighters could arrive. 


Chad Evans had just returned home from work and said he saw the accident happen from his 191 Milton Road residence.  


"The first thing I heard was the screeching noise from my living room," said Evans. "The second it hit the fire was unreal," said Evans. "Every window in my house was glowing."


When Evans first saw the accident he was unsure if his eyes had deceived him.


"I've never seen anything like it." said Evans. "The first thing that I thought was this isn't real."


He said that he could see that people were moving in the cars so he grabbed his shoes and ran out to the scene to help the victims out.

According to Evans, the two passengers of the LeSabre, Mrs. Blake and her son, were able to get out of their car themselves, but the passengers of the RX-7 were unable to do the same.


Both cars were in flames at the time so Evans knew that he had to remove the passengers as fast as possible.


Evans said that he grabbed a passenger who was unconscious on the ground next to the RX-7. Evans dragged the man, whose leg was on fire, across the street, away from the burning vehicle. 


Mrs. Marie Altobelli, 68, of 209 Milton Road, was also on the scene helping and extinguished the fire on the victim's leg as Evans returned to the car to get the remaining two people out. 

Next, Evans dragged Hartford, who was incoherent, out of the driver's seat through the passenger's door and moved him to a safe distance.

The last passenger was trapped in the back of the car which did not have a back seat.


Evans said the only way that he could get him out was by pulling on his leg, so he just kept tugging until he freed the passenger.


Soon after all the passengers had been removed, Rochester Fire and Rescue responded to the scene and quickly extinguished the two vehicles.


Rochester Fire and Rescue, Frisbie Memorial Ambulance, Rochester Police and Milton police all responded to the scene.


"(Evans' actions) really helped save the people he pulled," Rochester Fire Deputy Chief Norman Sanborn said.


Evans said he didn't hesitate before taking action.


"You don't even think about it," said Evans.  "You just think about getting people out."


He said he was never really scared of being in danger, but one sound led him to believe that something horrible might happen.


"Nothing made me scared until I heard the popping sound," said Evans. "You don't know if things are going to blow up.  You see it happen in the movies so you think it will."
 

photo caption:  "Two badly damaged vehicles remain in the middle of Route 125 in Rochester after a head-on collision Friday night resulted in four people being taken to the hospital (Staff photo - Rich Beauchesne)"

