CHAD EVANS AND THE DEATH OF KASSIDY BORTNER, WHICH HE DID NOT CAUSE. (rev 5/10)
1. From the day that Chad Evans met Kassidy Bortner, the 16-month old daughter of Amanda Bortner, on Friday, 9 June, he loved her and sought to help her grow and learn and love.
2. He never hit nor spanked Kassidy Bortner. None of Chad's direct actions contributed to Kassidy's death.  The allegations to the contrary arose from bruising on her chin and lower cheeks which occurred a few times after Chad held Kassidy's face in the palm of his hand to get her attention by establishing direct eye contact.  A medical diagnosis for this "easy bruising," which also occurred after accidents, was never sought. 
3. During the last few days of Kassidy's life, Chad Evans did recommend to Amanda that she seek medical attention for Kassidy, but Amanda and he agreed to wait and see if Kassidy's condition improved. as subsequently happened.  He could have recommended such medical attention more often and more strongly.
4. Chad and Amanda agreed that she should no longer use Jeff Marshall and Jennifer Bortner Conley for babysitting Kassidy.  It was increasingly clear in October and November 2000, that Jeff Marshall was not a good caregiver for Kassidy.  Chad could have recommended more often and more strongly that the babysitting with Jeff stop immediately.
5. Amanda agreed with Chad that Kassidy needed to be placed in a well-run day care center, and Amanda was trying to find such a placement, and the babysitting with Jeff Marshall and Jennifer Conley was an interim step. Amanda made eight calls on Friday, 3 November, and six calls on Wednesday, 8 November, to day care centers. Chad made an inquiry at the day care center attended by his son, Kyle, but it didn't accept children who had not yet been toilet trained. 
6. In light of Kassidy Bortner's unforeseen and tragic death, now seen in hindsight, Chad's failure to make those recommendations more strongly caused him to feel great loss, sorrow and shame, from the instant he was told of her death. Chad Evans stated at his sentencing on 16 April 2001, "... there has not been a minute since the fall of 2000 that I've not felt anything but shame and regret for the things that I've done. I've hurt my devoted family, all my friends, my beautiful sons, and Amanda beyond comprehension.  And my heart feels most heavy for the way that I failed Kassidy." [Transcript of Sentencing hearing, page 43.]  
 

7. Chad's failures to recommend more strongly, above, did not make Chad Evans responsible for the death of Kassidy Bortner, and they did not make him responsible for the alleged murder of Kassidy Bortner.
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