TRANSCRIPT JOHN WALSH PROGRAM - 22 January 2003  

         "A Mother's Responsibility"  (approx. 9 minutes)

JW - John Walsh

AB - Amanda Bortner, mother of Kassidy Bortner

PE - Pam Evans, mother of Chad Evans

Introduction by John Walsh

JW
.....her 21 month old daughter, Kassidy.


Amanda was convicted in November on two counts of child endangerment, even though she claims she was unaware of her daughter being abused.   Amanda says that she never inflicted the fatal abuse and doesn't deserve to go to jail. 


Amanda Bortner is here, and she'll tell us that she missed all of the signs that her daughter, Kassidy, was being abused.


[Discussed another case of the death of the son of Denise Patch.]


A mother's responsibility. That's next.


She's facing up to two years in prison for her baby girl's death.


She'll tell us that she failed to see that her daughter was being abused.


We'll see what you think when we come back. Stay with us. 


[audience applause, break]


Now, would you be able to tell if a caregiver were abusing your child?


Amanda Bortner's 21-month old daughter, Kassidy, died after being abused.    Amanda's boyfriend, Chad Evans, is now serving a 28 years to life sentence for her death. 


Now Amanda, nobody's a winner here.  You know that. These are terrible things.


We've got to keep the focus on the children that have been murdered.


You are coming up for sentencing.  You've been found guilty.

AB
Yes

JW
Jury trial or...

AB 
Jury trial.

JW 
So you went the full length of it to try to prove that you were innocent.

AB
Yes.

JW 
OK. Tell us what happened with Kassidy.

AB 
Basically, the morning that she died, I dropped her off at the babysitter's house.


I got a phone call later that morning from my sister. My sister was at work, saying that there had been an accident. So, and she told me to go to Portsmouth Hospital. I went to the hospital. She told me the wrong hospital. It was York Hospital. So I waited there for a while.

JW 
This was your sister telling you this on the phone.

AB 
My sister, the wrong hospital


Basically, I was coerced into making a false confession. My boyfriend is charged.

JW 
He's been sentenced. He's been tried, right?

AB  Yes

JW
By a jury. By 12, 12 people.

AB
Yes.

JW 
Was Kassidy at the babysitter's house all that night?

AB 
No. I dropped her off that morning.

JW 
He's babysitting Kassidy while you go to work.

AB
Yes. He was babysitting, about a month and a half before she died.


Every time she came home, she had some kind of mark or some kind of bruise, and he had an excuse for every bruise.


And I believed, everything. 

JW  
If you're implying or insinuating, that it was the babysitter, whoever that person is, that was abusing Kassidy and killed Kassidy, why was your boyfriend charged? Went through a whole trial.  And 12 people, in a jury, convicted him and sentenced him to 28 years to life.

AB 
Well, I was interrogated for a really long time. And, I started just disagreeing with the police.  They said, "Well, Chad is accusing you, Amanda," when he wasn't, so I took offense. 
And, I started agreeing with everything. They said things like, "We believe, Amanda, that you sat there and watched Chad beat your baby to death." 


They convinced me that he did it and I just wanted to get out of there. I was...about 1:00 o'clock. 
I left at midnight that night. 


They wouldn't let me see my family. 

JW 
Do you realize what you're saying here, 

AB
Yes

JW
...on national television?


You're basically saying that you are the main witness, and you're the reason that Chad was charged, convicted and is serving 28 years to life.

AB 
Um Um.

JW
That you told police Chad beat Kassidy to death.

AB 
They had no physical evidence that he did it.  None at all. 

JW  
How could you go through an entire trial, while your boyfriend was on trial for the murder of your child, and not stand up to that jury or when you got on the witness stand and say, "He didn't do it. The babysitter did it."

AB 
I did do that. I did. 

JW
You did.

AB
Yes I did. I testified on his defense.

JW 
So you, basically.

AB 
I was 18 years old at the time.

JW So you basically.

AB
I was very young.


I had never been in trouble with the police before. 


I had no idea what they did. Their tactics. I believed everything they said.

JW 
And you're saying that you had nothing to do with it. You had no knowledge.

AB
No knowledge.

JW
Of your daughter's abuse.

AB
No knowledge whatsover.

JW
Then why were you convicted, and you're being sentenced?

AB 
A year after this happened, the police came to me with an immunity agreement.  And they said, "If you sign this," basically all it said was, if you cooperate with us we won't charge you with endangering your child.


"If you sign it, you will be, and if you don't, you'll be charged."


I signed it, because I was going to cooperate with the police. I'd been totally, throughout this whole thing.  They wanted me to say things that never happened, so they charged me.  I wouldn't say it. 


They said I was minimizing things, when I wasn't.

JW 
You're basically saying the police framed you, coerced you, into framing your boyfriend. Now, the boyfriend, Chad, is doing 28 years to life, and his mother is here. Pam, you're here.

PE 
This is mind boggling.

JW 
What's going on here? How do you think that your son wound up serving 28 years to life for murdering a little girl.

PE  
In the beginning, because she did say whatever she had to say.  She was coerced.  She's young. She's naive, but she's telling the truth, now.

JW 
And you believe that.

PE 
I do believe that. 

JW 
So, you think he's in prison and he's innocent?

PE
Yes, I do.

JW
You think he's innocent.

PE 
I think she's young and naive. Yes.

JW  
Now, here's the main question I have for both of you.  If the, whoever was watching, whoever the caregiver was watching Kassidy, was abusing Kassidy, the question of this whole show is: When she showed up with the bruises and stuff, why didn't Chad or why didn't you do something about it, and why the Hell would you ever bring that little girl back to the same person?


[audience applause]

AB 
Because. It was just a bruise here. It started out like ... was a bruise here and bruise there.  He had a reason for every, and excuse, for every single bruise.

JW  
I'm going tell you what. If I dropped my little boy off, and he had a bruise every time I picked him up, I'd find another babysitter, I'll tell you that.


[audience applause]

PE
Exactly.

JW
So what's the answer for that, mom?

PE  I understand that and I agree with that, and a week or two before Kassidy passed, they were trying to find a day care for her. They were making a lot of calls. They were trying to get her away from ....

JW 
That's too much .. late.  But they took her back and this little girl wound up dead.

PE 
Yes she did.  They believed his everyday excuses, I mean.


"I tripped over the dog and landed on her leg." and she believed them. 

AB 
One incident that happened. That she came home with. It looked like little pinpricks on the bottom of her feet. Chad took off her shoes and said, "Amanda, what's this?"


So I called up the babysitter and he said.  "It's on the floor, the door casings, in between the door, the old carpet. The tops of the nails are sticking up." That's what he said. 


Wouldn't that make sense to you? You wouldn't think, Oh is he stabbing her feet?

JW 
I don't know if I would buy those excuses, whether it was the carpet tacks or not.  I wouldn't take my 21-month old little girl back to the same guy for any reason. I don't care if it was my bother.  I wouldn't take her back there.

AB
I have to live with that for the rest of my life.

PE 
Exactly right.

JW 
Everybody seems to be the loser here, especially the children. 


Now, parents' responsibility to protect their children?  


How far should it go? 
Find out next.  Stay with us. We'll be right back.


[audience applause]
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